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BACK TO SCHOOL!
Author: Judi Vogt, DVM of Humane Society of Charlotte

This is the time of year that we start seeing those orange buses cruising around, and the malls are noticeably empty of children during the days.  Yes, it is “Back to School” time!  

We all recognize the need to teach our children to be productive and good citizens, but what about our dogs?

It is a very sad fact that the number one reason dogs are turned into shelters, even euthanized, is due to behavior problems.   Barking, chewing, house-soiling, digging, destructive behavior, roaming, animal aggression, jumping on people, pulling on a leash…all these may result in a perfectly nice dog being turned into a shelter.  So what can be done to stop this?

One obvious answer is proper socialization and training of puppies.  The first three months in a pup’s life are a crucial socialization period, when they learn how to act properly around other animals and people.  Puppies that are not exposed to varied and numerous situations may become shy or aggressive.   Pups must be taught by older dogs how to properly react in “doggy language”.   Play dates with healthy vaccinated older dogs, as well attendance of “Puppy Kindergarten” are essential in teaching pups canine manners.

Puppies must also be exposed to a variety of people.  The more people your pup meets in a friendly way, the more comfortable they will be with all people and situations.  Again, puppy training classes are wonderful.  Take your pup with you to many places.  Athletic events, standing outside of stores and malls, even a walk in your neighborhood are all wonderful opportunities to see people.  Make a goal for your pup to meet 100 new people per month!   

What about the older dog?  CAN an old dog learn new tricks?  YES!  Any dog of any age can be obedience trained.  They may never be push-button show dogs, but they can learn manners.  Just teaching a few simple things can make a big difference in your relationship with your dog.  Commands like SIT, WAIT, DOWN-STAY, COME are all simple to teach and invaluable.  Learning these few commands can solve many behavior problems.  A dog that “sits” is not jumping.  A dog that “waits” is not bolting out of the door or knocking you over.  A dog that “stays” isn’t pestering your guests or begging for food.   A dog that is crate trained is not tearing up your house.  Giving your dog a job to do will help keep him happier and more under control in all situations.  Unfortunately, the dynamics of actual teaching are beyond the scope of this article, but there are many classes, books, internet reference sites and professionals that can be consulted for information on training.

So, as you see those orange buses making their rounds, think about the other “children” in your life.  Some time and effort devoted to your dog’s education will pay off with a lifetime of pleasure with your pet.  Make the investment!  It is well worth it!

